
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019 Annual Report 
 

2020 Annual Parish Meeting 

January 26, 2020 

 

 



2 

 

 



3 

 

Table of  Contents 

 

Letter from the Rector  ____________________________________________________ 4 

Senior Warden’s Report  ___________________________________________________ 5 

Treasurer’s Report  _______________________________________________________ 6 

Financial Statements  ___________________________________________________ 7 

Ministry Reports ______________________________________________________ 8-16 

Children’s Ministry _____________________________________________________ 9 

Christian Education (Adults) ____________________________________________ 10 

Contemporary Worship ________________________________________________ 10 

Days for Girls  _______________________________________________________ 11 

Easter SonRise Service  ________________________________________________ 11 

Episcopal Church Women (ECW) ________________________________________ 11 

Garden Guild  _______________________________________________________ 12 

Invite Welcome Connect Team (IWC) _____________________________________ 12 

Kairos __________________________________________________________ 12-13 

Lay Eucharistic Ministers (LEMs) ________________________________________ 13 

Lay Eucharistic Visitors (LEVs) __________________________________________ 13 

Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs) ________________________________________ 13-14 

Living Water International Mission Trips (LWI) ______________________________ 14 

Men of  St. Christopher  ________________________________________________ 14 

Mother’s Day Out (MDO)  _____________________________________________ 14 

Providence Garden  ___________________________________________________ 15 

Stewardship Committee ________________________________________________ 15 

Sound and Lighting Technicians  _________________________________________ 15 

St. Christopher Thrift Shop _____________________________________________ 15 

Tellers _____________________________________________________________  16 

Threads of  Comfort  __________________________________________________ 16 

Youth Ministry  ______________________________________________________ 16 

2019 Annual Parish Meeting Minutes  _____________________________________ 18-19 

Parish Staff ____________________________________________________________ 20 

2018 Vestry ____________________________________________________________ 20 



4 

 

Rector Report 

 

Dear St. Christopher Family, 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ! 

As we begin to live into 2020 fully, we must pause to reflect on the adventures of last year. 

2019 was dedicated, in large part, to implementing our strategic plan, focusing on answering God’s call upon 

our church family that was revealed in the 2018 Parish Survey. We looked to create ways to answer the 

priorities identified: 

- Make necessary changes to attract families with children and youth to our church. 

-  Develop and implement a comprehensive strategy to reach new people and incorporate  

    them into the life of the church. 

- Strengthen the process by which members are called and equipped for ministry and leadership. 

- Further, provide more opportunities for Christian education and spiritual formation at  

   every age and every stage of life. 

Leadership of the church prayed, workshopped, and discerned together, with the help of the diocese, five 

areas that would allow us to answer these priorities. They are Christian Formation, Outreach and Mission, 

Communication, Worship, and Finance. Out of these groups, goals were created, and we began to live into 

these goals early in the year and into the summer. We strengthened and made our Children’s Ministry a 

priority. We changed our service times, allowing Christian formation and education for all ages to be a 

cornerstone of our Sunday morning. We called Fr. Jim Nelson to be a part of the church staff. We paid off 

our debt. We had a remarkable stewardship season. 2019 was an amazing year for our church family! 

Now that these changes have been made, it’s time for St. Christopher to do these things well. That’s what 

2020 will be for us. Our time spent this year will be focused on our mission to restore all people to unity with 

God and each other in Christ through making one word the center of all we do… LOVE.  

Love… Agape… sacrificial, unconditional care for and concern for each other. This kind of love was 

discerned by the vestry at their retreat in January as what we are called to focus on this year. We will show this 

care and concern for each other in our worship, in our charity, and in our fellowship. As the year progresses, 

there will be invitations to engage in showing love to God, neighbor, and each other.  

For the last several years, I have offered to you a scripture passage as a theme upon which we will do the work 

God as given us to do. Given what the vestry has discerned is our call this year, the passage I have chosen is 1 

John 4:7, “Let us love one another, because love is from God.” This passage encapsulates all of what we 

are called to do this year. It is at the heart of our worship, our charity, and our fellowship.  

Sisters and brothers, this is an exciting time to be a part of St. Christopher. I’m forever blessed to be your 

rector 

Fr. Brian+ 
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Senior Warden Report 

 

 
 
In my last act as senior warden I am pleased to provide the 2019 year end report. 
 
During my three short years of service on the vestry, I have deepened my relationships, strengthened my faith 
& belief, and been witness to the great things God provides for his kingdom. 
 
Although there are notable achievements in the 2019 fiscal year, these works are only possible because of the 
incredible stewardship of past vestries. 
 
We carried on the work of the strategic plan. 
 
Continued on a maintenance project list that included significant building repairs, equipment replacement like 
air conditioners, and new chairs for Buckner hall.  
 
We weathered a few storms, including a new roof on the sanctuary, managing heating and air-conditioning 
failures in a manner that allowed us to be comfortable but fiscally responsible.  
 
Our ministries grew and new ministries received financial support.  
 
Our focus towards foundational giving was realized through the establishment of a columbarium.  
 
And last but not least, we eliminated the debt. Although at the time vitally important in repairing and 
maintaining our campus, we now have thousands of dollars to plow back into God’s kingdom. 
 
All of this is possible, only through the incredible leadership of our rector, his staff and the generosity of the 
people; the church, that is Saint Christopher. 
 
I am most happy about the way in which I leave the vestry; in the very capable hands of our senior warden 
Carl Schutz and the entire vestry. 
 
It has truly been a blessing and a pleasure to serve. Now I look forward to sitting under the shade of my own 
tree, just for a while. 
 
Faithfully, 
ξ 
Eric J Ellis 
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Treasurer’s Report 

 

 

 

As in 2018, St. Christopher’s financial health for 2019 ended well.  Except for some hesitancy in income 

receipts, during the summer, our Church remained on budget.  Near the end of the year generous givers 

helped to elevate the income and the usual expenses remained on or lower than budgeted.   

 

Because of the financial successes in the later part of the year, the Vestry was able to use some banked funds.  

After consideration, the reserves were used for campus improvements that included the lighting system, A/C 

repairs and the new chairs seen throughout the campus.  Most importantly, the Vestry approved the 

retirement of the debt remaining from the Capital Campaign from 2014.  Our church is debt free with 

reserves to continue the management of the operations and repair of our 60-year-old campus. 

 

As stated before, our generous pledgers and givers continue to allow our church to operate successfully.   

 

With the continued abundant contributions from our parishioners in 2020, the Vestry will continue to be 

tested to balance the operating budget and finding the suitable use of reserves for the improvement of our 

campus. 

 

Our prayer shall continue: 

 

The Lord has delivered to each of us: St. Christopher to be our home of worship and 

community.  The Lord provided us the means to keep His house this past year, and we are 

thankful. The Lord blesses each of us daily.  Amen 

 

As submitted by: 

 

Greg Decker, Treasurer 
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Abbreviated Profit and Loss Statement for 2019  
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Ministry  

Reports 
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Children’s Ministry 

Mission : We are a community of people who work toward teaching and mentoring the children of St. 

Christopher. We desire to reflect the likeness of Jesus by loving the children of St. Christopher as Christ 

does.   

 

Jesus said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these." - 

Matthew 19:14   

 

Successes: 

• Regular Sunday School attendance has more than doubled in the last year  

• We have trained and scheduled new volunteers into the teaching schedule for Sunday School  

• Successfully transitioned into a new and safer nursery space  

• Transitioned to digital check in/out procedures for Nursery and Sunday School - Hosted two highly 

successful family events with several visitors.  

• Almost 30 cars volunteered for Trunk or Treat this year and 280 visitors were on our campus for the 

event  

• 30 children were involved in our Christmas Pageant this year  

• Successful completion of 2 mini choir events involving children in both the Contemporary and Traditional 

services   

  

Vision for next year: 

As we look to the next year, we hope to expand upon and improve the changes that we have made in 

Children’s Ministry. We are always looking for more volunteers for Sunday School so that we can keep our 

classes and events  as vibrant and consistent as possible. We also look forward to the completion of the deck 

for our outdoor Children’s Chapel before Easter this year, in hopes that we can host Sunday Schools and 

special events in our community garden..   

 

If you are interested in completing Safeguarding God’s Children Training and volunteering for  

Sunday School, please contact Julie Hoeltzel at childrensministry@stchrischurch.org .   

 

Contact: Julie Hoeltzel 

 

Choir 

As I come close to the end of my first year at St. Christopher, I would first like to thank the choir and the 

church for being so welcoming.  Our choir is made up of very dedicated individuals who come to weekly 

Thursday evening rehearsals, and again on Sunday mornings to bring God's word in music.  I thank them for 

their service to the church.  This past year, we presented anthems and/or solos/duets, etc. on a weekly basis 

through June, and then started back up again in September after a summer break.  This December, we also 

presented a service of Lessons and Carols, and went went Christmas caroling at three of the area's nursing 

facilities.  We are always open to new members.  Anyone who enjoys singing and would like to join us is 

welcome. 

Contact: Dennis 
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Contemporary Worship  

Mission: We are a community of people who work toward improving our effectiveness at leading worship 

and as disciples of the Lord Jesus. We desire to reflect the likeness of Jesus by growing and maturing 

through the disciplines of personal worship, prayer, study, fellowship, and transparency. We serve with our 

gifts and talents and we strive to improve ourselves as musicians and technicians in order to bless the Lord 

with our very best; not for our glory, but for His. 

  

“And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through 

him.” -Colossians 3:17 

  

Ministries represented: 

Worship Team 

Austin Hoeltzel, Julie Hoeltzel, Greg Oliver, Ken Freeman, Logan White, Melissa Ferris, Daniel 

Hammond, Lynn Griffin, Lee Fabling, Sophia Dicks, Don McFalls, Kayla Walton 

Video Ministry 

Bob Fabling, Linda DeRick, Eva Villareal, Eli Harvey, Gordon Goertz 

Sound & Lighting 

Greg Oliver, Bryan Lawson, Matt Halam, Mary Alice Preussner, Alex Johnson, Robert Ferris, Eric 

Reinagel 

Successes: 

• Installation of the new projection screen. 

• Implementation of a digital soundboard and more user-friendly media presentation software. This has cut 

down drastically on inconsistencies in the service. 

• Expansion and improvement of the stage with carpeting and hidden wires. 

• Christmas Eve Music was well prepared and well received. 

• Collaboration for Super Services with Traditional Service has been a success. 

• Collaboration with children’s ministry with community events was a great success with the community. 

• Living into the new vision has been a great success. We have been able to accommodate more members of 

the church to offer their gifts to the contemporary service. Weekly coaching with singers has helped with 

confidence and competence. 

• New, comfortable chairs in Buckner Hall. 

  

Goals for the New Year: 

• Implement live streaming of services as well as broadcasting to the family lounge/library. 

• Continue aesthetic improvements with new, reflective curtains extending across the back of the stage. 

• Continued training for the digital soundboard and Faithlife Proclaim media presentation software. 

  

If you are interested in becoming a part of the worship team, please reach out to Austin Hoeltzel. 

 

If you are interested in becoming a part of the video ministry team, please reach out to Bob Fabling. 

 

If you are interested in becoming a part of the sound and light technician team, please reach out to Greg 

Oliver. 

 

Contact: Austin Hoeltzel 
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Days for Girls (DFG)  

Five sewathons were held for the 2019 season and were held at St Christopher's in League City, Good 

Shepherd in Friendswood, St John's in La Porte, St Thomas in Nassau Bay, and St Peter's in Pasadena with an 

average attendance of 50-65. The last joint sewathon was held this past November 2019. 

 

With much blood, sweat and tears by many in our leadership team, the Clear Creek High School DFG student 

club continued to evolve towards independence.  

 

The Chapter has continued on with efforts to establish the Honduras Enterprise in Siquatepeque, Honduras. 

This has been a slow process and continues today. It is still not independent.  

 

Contact: Fran Cantz 

 

 

Easter SonRise Service on the Kemah Boardwalk  

For the past 19 years, St. Christopher has been integral in hosting this community outdoor Easter Service.  In 

recent years, the attendance numbers have exceeded 550 people attending!  Additionally, all of the offerings 

from this service have been directed to help equip meaningful charitable organizations.  This is an 

outstanding outreach opportunity and involves partnering with other area churches.  Please consider pitching 

in for this grand community offering!  There are opportunities to help in many areas, including advertising 

and flyer distribution, prayer & usher teams, being a “roadie” to help with the assembly and teardown, and 

many others.     

 

Contact: Greg Oliver  

 

 

Episcopal Church Women (ECW) 

ECW = Episcopal Church Women 

The purpose of this Group (ECW) is to increase the interest and unite the efforts of all Churchwomen to the 

whole task of the Church through programs of worship, study, service, gifts and fellowship. 

St. Christopher Thrift Shop falls under the ECW umbrella and is spear headed by Kasey Miller and Ruth 

Jarrett. 

Your current officers for this ministry are Sue Davis, President; Kasey Miller, Vice President; Lee Fabling, 

Secretary; and Barbara Waggett-Smith, Treasurer.  We all look forward to working together and with other 

ladies to strengthen the goals of St. Christopher Episcopal Church.    

 

ACTIVITIES: Please contact Sue Davis at suehdavis@hotmail.com to discuss ideas for activities, speaker 

requests or needs for our church or community. 

 

LADIES RETREAT: SAVE THE DATE: March 27 – 31, 2020              

This event allows ladies to get away and spend time together uplifting one another, getting to know each other 

better and releasing the day to day stress.  Volunteers are needed for marketing and planning this event.   

 

Contact: Sue Davis 

mailto:suehdavis@hotmail.com
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member of our LPA team to request pastoral care in their time of need. Please contact Tara Hyland, Director 
of Lay Pastoral Ministry for more information at 832-439-7363. 

 
Contact: Tara Hyland 
 
 

Living Water International Mission Trips 
St Christopher has coordinated 9 mission trips through Living Water International (LWI) to Central America 

since 2013.  In 2019 we sent a team to southern Honduras, successfully installing a new well, teaching 

hygiene, Bible lessons, and “loving on” this small community.   

A small leadership team is departing at the end of January 2020 to scout out the possibility of organizing 

repeat/annual mission trips to central Honduras at or near the Nightingale Nursing School.   The goal is to 

identify a community that St. Christopher would grow in relationship with, regularly providing support, and 

aiding them in becoming more self-sufficient at a higher standard of living.  This may include a continued 

relationship with Living Water International or other Central American mission outreach program.  Please 

let Daniel Hammond, Greg Decker, or Greg Oliver know if you are interested in joining this international 

outreach of love and care to our brothers and sisters in Honduras.  You will return with a totally new 

perspective on the abundance of God’s many blessings!   

Contact:    Greg Oliver  281 482-6991       gtmboliver@comcast.net  

   Greg Decker  713 907-3174      gadecker@aol.com  

   Daniel Hammond 281 757-2171  d_l_hammond12@gmail.com  

 
 

Men of St. Christopher 
Plans are underway to re-organize and strengthen our fellowship. We are going to start our quarterly 
fellowship dinners – the first one will be held at Pete Montgomery’s house on Fri Mar 13 @ 6pm – plan is to 
smoke ribs and others can bring sides. We will continue with our breakfast gathering every other Wed @ 9:30 
Will be starting an annual week-end retreat to Camp Allen. 
 
Contact:  Pete Montgomery @ pemo4@comcast.net or 281 334 6252  
 
 

Mother’s Day Out 
St. Christopher Mother’s Day Out provides high quality childcare to 60 children and their families. Our 
students range in age from 3 months to 5 years old. We have 12 permanent staff members, many of whom 
have worked with the program for more than eight years. They are committed and loving caretakers to the 
Children. We continue to explore ways to improve our playground area. We specifically need to work toward 
Improving drainage, currently even a small amount of rain results in several days of standing water on the 
playground, making it unusable. We will also continue to strive toward improving, maintaining and being good 

stewards of our building and grounds. Thank you for your continued support of the MDO program. Please 
lift this ministry up in prayer as we continue to support and serve the Families in our community. 

 
Contact: Tami Martinez 
 

 
 
 

mailto:gtmboliver@comcast.net
mailto:gadecker@aol.com
mailto:d_l_hammond12@gmail.com
mailto:pemo4@comcast.net
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Providence Garden 
Providence Gardens and they giving trees Orchard was established in 2008 as a response to the overwhelming 
problem of food insecurity among our elementary school children in the League City area. We have been 
growing and donating fresh organic fruit and vegetables to area nonprofits elementary schools and family 
crisis shelters in the Galveston County area. Our work days are second Saturdays from 9 to noon and we need 
volunteers. Please contact Ally Hardick at Garden@stchrischurch.org   for more information. We are excited 
that our local Boy Scout Troop 609 is going to put in an outdoor Chapel space this Spring that can be used 
for all. Once again we are sharing the Texas A&M Junior Master Gardener curriculum with the habitat Club 
students at League City Elementary school on Monday afternoons,  if you're interested in volunteering email 
for more information. 

 
Contact: Ally Hardick 

 
Stewardship Committee 

Stewardship 2019:  The Season of Stewardship Awareness ran from September 29th to our celebration 
breakfast at In-Gathering Sunday October 27th.  During that time each worship service hosted one of the 
ministry leaders to highlight what your time, talent and treasures contribute to their efforts. They informed us 
all of the ministry’s mission, how stewardship impacts their efforts, and the hopes they have; to serve through 
in-reach to our congregation and outreach to others in 2020. We also provided similar information on our 
other valuable ministries’ efforts in the bulletin, presented the first video for the ‘Spotlight’ and first 
“children’s pledge card”. Your faithfulness to the pledges you made during this time will truly meet and 
hopefully exceed our 2020 goals by “Restoring all people to unity with God and each other in Christ”. 

 

Contact: Jane Montgomery 
 

Sound and Lighting Technicians 
St. Chris currently has a very experienced team of 13 skilled Sound Technicians providing sound 

reinforcement for all services.  We need just a few more folks at the traditional services, so each person will 

only need to serve once per month (training will be provided).  Additionally, in the Contemporary Service the 

Sound Tech also run the colorful room lighting system.   

Please consider joining the team, No Experience needed – All ages and genders welcome! 

 
Contact: Greg Oliver  
 

St Christopher Thrift Shop 
The St. Christopher Thrift Store (SCTS) celebrated 61 years in 2019.  Sales remain steady as do money grants 
for both inreach and outreach, as well as merchandise given to local charities. We welcomed the holidays with 
new decorations and the new year with changes in design and layout. In addition to our monthly tithe, our 
donees include both adult and youth mission trips, Days for Girls, Babies Are Loved,, St Vincent’s, Our Little 
Roses, and several more. We said a sad goodbye to volunteer Allen Williams who died recently and lost 
another volunteer due to personal reasons. We added another non-parishioner volunteer to our ranks, and will 
gladly welcome more volunteers — both from our parish and beyond.  If interested in volunteering, contact 
Ruth Jarratt.  Thank you. Kasey Miller & Ruth Jarratt, Co-Managers.   
 
Contact: Kasey Miller and Ruth Jarratt, Co-Managers 
 

 

mailto:Garden@stchrischurch.org
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Garden Guild 

In 2019 preparation for Columbarium the Memorial Courtyard began. Including landscaping, sprinkler 

system, new fence/gate, and pathway around to parking lot. This will continue into 2020. Landscaping and 

beautifying  the West side, building at small parking lot, upgrades to entry way, and along the side of the Nave 

and Admin wing. Drainage to be addressed. We plan to continue to enhance our beautification efforts and to 

maintain, water, and keep clean and neat in the coming year.   

 

Contact: Pete Montgomery 

 

Invite Welcome Connect (IWC) 

The ministry of Invite Welcome Connect is one that many Episcopal churches have taken on to intentionally 

plan and creatively develop ways to invite newcomers, welcome and connect them into the life of the their 

congregations. There has been a small team at St. Christopher for the past few years that has started up and 

overseen this ministry. The great news is St. Christopher is ready to expand into three teams in 2020, one for 

each area of invite, welcome and connect. The training and launching for these teams will occur on Feb. 29. I 

want to thank Father Brian, Ally Hardick, Eric Ellis and co-leader Julie Howell for serving with me on our 

small team to launch this ministry for St. Christopher. I would also like to thank the greeters who have served 

so faithfully to welcome our visitors on Sunday mornings at all services. These greeters include: Kathy 

McBride, Billie Dale, Sue Davis, Mary Ferris, Rob Kingsbury, Wes and JoLynn Sallee, Tara and Jack Hyland, 

Bob MacGregor, Lisa Freeman, Kim Johnson, Carolina Batres and Lee Fabling. They serve as a vital part of 

the welcome efforts for St. Christopher. We welcome George Najarian and Lizette Gaudin to this group for 

2020. We look forward to the expansion of St. Christopher’s efforts through our new teams to further 

develop all aspects of this important ministry.  

 

Contact: Mary MacGregor 

 

Kairos 

The Kairos Prison Ministry is a lay-led, volunteer, ecumenical Christian ministry, with its mission to bring 

Christ’s love and forgiveness to all incarcerated individuals, and to empower them to create and sustain an 

ongoing Christian community inside the prison Unit walls.  For many inmates, this will be their first 

experience in a loving family atmosphere and/or to hear of Christ’s love and forgiveness.   

 

During 2019, Bob & Lee Fabling along with Jack & Tara Hyland served on two 3.5-day Weekends at the 

Luther Men’s Unit near Navasota with a positive impact on a total of 84 inmates.  The Outside Team 

prepared six meals for 90 persons at each of the Weekends, and the Inside Team helped guide the participants 

as they learned about Christ. During the year, Jane Merdian served on the two 3.5-day Weekend events held at 

the Hobby Women’s Unit near Marlin that impacted 84 inmates.  

 

All St. Christopher parishioners were given opportunities to support the Kairos ministry in small but 

meaningful ways without leaving League City.  Many stepped up to support Kairos by signing prayers chains, 

decorating placemats, writing individual Agape Cards, making posters, buying meal tickets and preparing 

cookies for the Weekend participants.   Also, there were a few parishioners, including Fr. Jim Nelson, who 

attended the Luther Closing Ceremonies, and were privileged to experience personal testimonials from the 

participants about the impact of the Weekend on their lives.  Fr. Jim has volunteered to participate as a clergy 

member and Bob Fabling has been commissioned as Team Leader at the spring 2020 Luther Kairos Weekend. 
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For those who feel called to join/support this ministry, there are multiple opportunities.  Just contact one of 

the St. Christopher Kairos ministry volunteers. 

  
Lay Eucharistic Ministers (LEMs) 

During the 2019 year, 28 LEMs served at the Altar to assist our Priests during the Sunday services, super 
services, life celebrations and special events.  The LEMs served at over 150 services and that represents close 
to 200 hours in service to our Parish.  They are commended for their faithful duty to our church. 

 

Contact: Greg Decker 

 

Lay Eucharistic Visitors (LEVs) 

The Lay Eucharistic Visitors provide Holy Communion and worship to individuals in the local community, 

including nursing home facilities. LEVs are pastoral representatives of the Body of Christ and The Church 

who reach out too to those who are unable to engage in worship. We are trained by the Priest and during Church 

service we are commissioned and proceed out of worship to the Nursing Home. 

Currently our team consists of five members and two musicians. We visit the Regency Care Center in Webster on 

the first and third Sundays of each month and served from 15 to 25 participants. We are seeking new members to 

join our group so please contact Marilyn Farmer if you are interested in learning more about this LEV ministry. 

 

Contact: Marilyn Farmer 

 

 

Lay Pastoral Assistants (LPAs) 

The Lay Pastoral Assistant Ministry (LPA) is a confidential pastoral care ministry to individual adult members 

of the congregation, in support of, deployed and supervised by our Rector. The current team of Lay Pastoral 

Assistants received 8 weeks of training through the Good Shepherding School along with Lay Eucharistic 

Visitor training and a hospital visitation practicum.  The current team is composed  of 17  Lay Pastoral 

Ministers who go forth in teams of two or three to visit the adult members of our parish who have requested 

pastoral care through our Rector or directly through the Lay Pastoral Ministry Director or an individual Lay 

Pastoral Assistant. Contact is either in the form of a personal home visit, hospital visit, communion home visit 

( first Sunday) telephone calls, texts or cards. Members of the LPA team wear blue badges on Sunday to make 

themselves visible to the congregation. All requests and personal information exchanged during visits is held 

in strict confidence.  

 

This year will see a new curriculum developed for the Lay Pastoral Assistant program specifically for and by 

St. Christopher’s to attract new candidates for the LPA ministry and to facilitate the ability to offer training in 

house. All current Lay Pastoral Assistants and new ones will receive training based on the new curriculum . 

 

Lay Pastoral Assistant Ministers go forth in response to Jesus’s instruction to heal the sick, show mercy , bring 
reconciliation and to be tangible signs of love to our neighbors. In the coming year we hope to continue to 
support our Rector as our congregation continues to grow and the need for pastoral care visits and contacts 
increases. It is our hope that our parishioners in need of pastoral care will reach out to our Rector and/or a 
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Tellers 

In 2019, our Tellers spent over 100 hours counting the offerings from the weekly services as well as alms 
received at other times.  We have 10 full time tellers and a few part-timers that count the donations given in 
faithful stewardship for our church and outreach.- local and international.  The time spent by the Tellers was 
in counting over $750,000 in receipts from all of the fund raisers, extra initiatives and the weekly 
offerings.  They are a very dedicated group that serve our church well. 
 
Contact: Greg Decker 
 

Threads of Comfort 
Threads of Comfort had a very productive 2019!  We began the year by making baby blankets that were 
distributed locally in League City as well as internationally in Honduras.  We then transitioned back to our 
roots to make prayer shawls and prayer blankets.  To date we have made more than 45 of these items which 
are placed in baskets at both St. Christopher service entrances.  They are free to anyone who knows someone 
who might appreciate receiving a tangible reminder of God’s love.  I am happy to report that these have been 
very well received and the baskets are often empty.  We are challenged to keep them filled and would welcome 
more people contributing to these efforts.  Finally, at Christmas we completed our first ever stocking project.  
We made and distributed 50 Christmas stockings filled with various toiletries to students of League City 
Elementary School.  We look forward to continuing all of the above efforts in 2020. 
 
Contact:  Melodie Keener 

 

Youth Ministry  

2019 was a wonderful year in the life of the St. Christopher Youth. We had 39 Jr High and High School 

students attend retreats, service projects, fellowship activities, and weekly youth group meetings throughout 

the year. A highlight was our summer mission trip to our neighbors in Northeast Brazoria County:  Almost 

two years after Hurricane Harvey devastated the Texas Gulf Coast, hundreds of people had still not 

recovered. 

• Our students partnered with over 80 youth from 5 other churches in our diocese for one week to lend a 

hand in the recovery effort. 

• Covering 8 different worksites, we successfully cleaned up wreckage, installed new flooring in homes, 

rebuilt greenhouses, and polished & painted final projects at homes. 

This mission trip provided the youth with opportunities to  

• travel and explore cultures other than their own 

• learn physical labor skills 

• develop personal relationships not only with each other but with members of the community  

• further express their walk with Jesus 

2020 promises to be just as fulfilling! We will continue to meet weekly to study scripture and grow as a family, 

we will head to Camp Allen in March for our yearly retreat, and we look forward to mission opportunities 

during summer, either continuing to assist in Hurricane Harvey relief (still much to be done!) or beginning the 

work of Tropical Storm Imelda relief. We are grateful for your love & support and ask for your continued 

prayers throughout the year for these amazing young people.   

Contact:  Meghan Hillis 
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St. Christopher Episcopal Church Annual Parish Meeting Minutes 

January 27, 2019 

 

ATTENDEES: 

Congregation 

 

Meeting called to order and opening prayer by The Rev. Brian Cannaday. 

 

MEETING MINUTES: 

-Approval of 2018 Annual Parish Meeting Minutes: Daniel Hammond made a motion to accept.  Carl Schutz seconded the 
motion.  No discussion.  All approved 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT: Greg Oliver (Greg Decker unable to be here today) 

-We ended the 2018 healthy and on target with budget and lower than predicted.  Income was higher than predicted with a 
net positive of $12,000. 

-The Vestry through the reserves voted to fix some of the backlogs of facility problems and issues.   

-For 2019, we have more money/pledges than expected.  Through the budget all ministries are supported for the 2019 year.   

-Loan just below $100,000.  The Vestry will discuss how to move forward and if we want to be more aggressive in paying this 
debt. 

-Fr. Brian added that through the budget discussion for 2019, it was where to add money rather than cuts.  Thank you for 
being a generous congregation.   

 

RETIRING VESTRY PRESENTATION: The Rev. Brian Cannaday 

-Five Vestry members are retiring: Roger DeRick, Janet Lamb, Ray McPhail, Greg Oliver (Sr. Warden) and Eric Reinagel.  Fr. 
Brian thanked them for their service, ministry, and leadership through this transition year.     

 

ELECTION OF NEW VESTRY MEMBERS: The Rev. Brian Cannaday 

-There are five openings on the Vestry: Four 3-yr terms and one unexpired 2-yr term.  There are 5 candidates: Sue Davis, 
Susan Hill, Melodie Keener, Sam Owens, and Eric Zapp.   

-Fr. Brian made motion of approval for slate to fill slots rather than election.  O.H. Stelter made a motion to accept.  Phyllis 
Thompson seconded the motion.  No discussion.  All approved.   

-New Sr. Warden for 2019: Eric Ellis. 

-Fr. Brian blessed new Vestry members.  Called for short meeting when all dismissed.   

 

DIOCESE: The Rev. Brian Cannaday 

-Video presentation: The Rt. Rev. Andy Doyle – discuss the life and ministry of the Diocese.   

-The Annual Diocesan Council Meeting is scheduled for February 21 – 23 in the Woodlands. 

-Delegates from St. Christopher’s include: Daniel Hammond, Julie Howell, Charles and Marian Scott, and Patricia LaChance.  

 

RECTOR’S ADDRESS: The Rev. Brian Cannaday 

-Reviewed Initiates for 2018:  

O Discover what it means to have a Healthy Campus: A new freshness has come with improvements. 

O Discover more meaningful relationship with our surrounding community: We made a strong effort, but can still 
do more.   

O Discover deeper commitment to Christian Ed, Formation, and Discipleship: We missed the mark on this one and 
have more work to do.   

-Parish Survey – 70% congregation participation.  Results are as follows: 

O We are a high energy/high satisfaction congregation.  This is where transformation happens.   

O We have a high theological diversity within this congregation.   

O Priorities based on survey: 

-Make necessary changes to attract families with children and youth.  Provide more opportunities for 
Christian Ed and Formation for all ages.  This is top priority. 

-Develop and implement strategies to reach new people and incorporate them into the life of the church.   

-Strengthen the process by which members are called and equipped to serve.   
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-Strategic Plan for 2019 and Beyond 

O Mission Statement: Vestry voted in late fall to change our statement for St. Christopher. 

-New: “Restore all people to unity with God and each other in Christ.” 

-This is why we do a Strategic Plan – This is our Mission.   

O 5 Areas of Growth: Task forces created to move forward with this plan. 

-Christian Formation & Education: Cindy Wilems and Mike Brady 

-Culture, Communication & Coordination: Mary MacGregor 

-Envisioning future financial needs: Doug Shaffer 

-Outreach and Mission: Daniel Hammond and Same Owens 

-Worship & Music: Greg Oliver 

-Lead: Julie Howell 

-Ad hoc: Fr. Brian, Eric Ellis, and Dave Bollinger (from Holy Cow/Diocese) 

-Fr. Brian gave blessing over leadership teams. 

Now What??   

-Timeline: This will be a 12-18 month process. 

-Chairs will be forming teams. 

-February they will start doing work.  Different timeline for each group. 

-Teams will be making recommendations to Vestry for approval and blessings. 

-Vestry will engage to deploy to start living out these plans.   

-Driven by the people of the church.  Raise up new leaders.   

-This is God’s Ministry and Your Church.  This change is in response to God’s call to uys to live into the mission 
of the church. 

-New Staff: Dan Keener – Facilities Manager; Dennis Siltman – Organist and Choirmaster 

-New Scripture Theme: Sing to the Lord a new song, for He does marvelous things. Psalm 98:1 

-Sub-committee of Vestry – Columbarium committee to discuss.  Please check your emails for a survey and answer 
questions to help them discern the future of this project at St. Christopher.   

 

ADDITIONAL REPORTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

Meghan Hillis – Youth Mission Mystery Dinner coming up.   

 

Closing prayer and dismissal by Fr. Brian. 

 

Meeting Minutes by Mary “Beth”  Beam 
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2508 St. Christopher Avenue 

League City, TX 77573 

Name Position Email 

The Rev. Brian Cannaday Rector brian@stchrischurch.org 

The Rev. Jim Nelson Associated Priest office@stchrischurch.org 

Alyssa Kelley Parish Administrator office@stchrischurch.org 

Meghan Hillis Director of Youth Ministries youth@stchrischurch.org 

Julie Hoeltzel Director of Children’s Ministries childrensministry@stchrischurch.org 

John Lothrop Lay Minister office@stchrischurch.org 

Dennis Siltman Organist and Choirmaster music@stchrischurch.org 

Austin Hoeltzel  Contemporary Worship Leader austin@stchrischurch.org 

Tami Martinez MDO Director tami@stchrischurch.org 

Kristen Boe Bookkeeper bookkeeper@stchrischurch.org 

Daniel Keener Facilities Manager facilities@stchrischurch.org 

Ashley Barba Nursery Worker office@stchrischurch.org 

Manuela Uribe Nursery Worker office@stchrischurch.org 

Name Position 

Carl Schutz Senior Warden 

Lee Fabling Junior Warden 

Sue Davis Clerk 

Eric Zapp Treasurer 

Susan Hill Kitchen Warden 

Katie Gardner Junior Kitchen Warden 

Melodie Keener Finance Warden 

Sam Owens Outreach Warden 

Craig Wilems Christian Formation Warden 

Julie Howell Worship Warden 

Will Hensel Columbarium Warden 

Sonny Morrison Safety Warden 

Jim Mc Calla Chancellor 

Parish Staff 

2020 Vestry 


