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The Word of God 
 

 

 

OPENING HYMN        I Am Thine, O Lord  LEVAS #129 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION 

The people standing, the Celebrant says 

Priest Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

COLLECT FOR PURITY 

The Celebrant may say 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 

magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

SONG OF PRAISE       HOSANNA (PRAISE IS RISING) 

Verse 1 

Praise is rising 

Eyes are turning to You 

We turn to You 

Hope is stirring 

Hearts are yearning for You 

We long for You 

Pre-Chorus 

'Cause when we see You 

We find strength to face the day 

In Your presence 

All our fears are washed away 

(Washed away) 

Chorus 
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Hosanna hosanna 

You are the God who saves us 

Worthy of all our praises 

Hosanna hosanna 

Come have Your way among us 

We welcome You here Lord Jesus 

Verse 2 

Hear the sound of 

Hearts returning to You 

We turn to You 

In Your Kingdom 

Broken lives are made new 

You make us new 

 

 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

  

O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant that they may know and 

understand what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully to accomplish them; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word 

 
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 25:19-34 

The people sit. 

A Lesson from the book of Genesis. 

19These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of Isaac, 20and Isaac was forty 

years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, sister of Laban the 

Aramean. 21Isaac prayed to the LORD for his wife, because she was barren; and the LORD granted his prayer, and 

his wife Rebekah conceived. 22The children struggled together within her; and she said, “If it is to be this way, 

why do I live?” So she went to inquire of the LORD. 23And the LORD said to her,  

 “Two nations are in your womb, 

  and two peoples born of you shall be divided; 

 the one shall be stronger than the other, 

  the elder shall serve the younger.” 

24When her time to give birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb. 25The first came out red, all his body 

like a hairy mantle; so they named him Esau. 26Afterward his brother came out, with his hand gripping Esau’s 

heel; so he was named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them. 

  27When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a quiet man, living 

in tents. 28Isaac loved Esau, because he was fond of game; but Rebekah loved Jacob. 
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  29Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was famished. 30Esau said to 

Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I am famished!” (Therefore he was called Edom.) 31Jacob said, 

“First sell me your birthright.” 32Esau said, “I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?” 33Jacob said, 

“Swear to me first.” So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. 34Then Jacob gave Esau bread and 

lentil stew, and he ate and drank, and rose and went his way. Thus Esau despised his birthright. 

  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

Silence may follow. 

 

 

PSALM: Psalm 119:105-112 

Remain seated. 

 105Your word is a lantern to my feet * 

  and a light upon my path. 

 106I have sworn and am determined * 

  to keep your righteous judgments. 

 107I am deeply troubled; * 

  preserve my life, O LORD, according to your word. 

 108Accept, O LORD, the willing tribute of my lips, * 

  and teach me your judgments. 

 109My life is always in my hand, * 

  yet I do not forget your law. 

 110The wicked have set a trap for me, * 

  but I have not strayed from your commandments. 

 111Your decrees are my inheritance for ever; * 

  truly, they are the joy of my heart. 

 112I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes * 

  for ever and to the end. 

 

 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

The people sit. 

A Lesson from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome. 

1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the Spirit of life in 

Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by the 

flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned 

sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the 

flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the 

flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on 

the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the 

flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot 

please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does 

not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of 

sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
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you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in 

you. 

  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

Silence may follow. 

 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

All stand. 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

  

1Jesus went out and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat 

there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A 

sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 

5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they 

had no depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered 

away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil 

and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let anyone with ears listen!” 

 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 

understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the 

path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it 

with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on 

account of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one 

who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 

23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed 

bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

  

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

  

 

THE CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

 

THE SERMON 

 

 

THE NICENE CREED 

All stand. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

All remain standing. 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your love, 

and reveal your glory in the world. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may honor one 

another and serve the common good. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the service of 

others and to your honor and glory. 

Silence 
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Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love one 

another as he loves us. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their troubles, and 

bring them the joy of your salvation. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we 

may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 

Hear our prayer. 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

 The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Silence may be kept. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest stands and says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 
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THE PEACE 

All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

The Holy Communion 
 

 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 

The Celebrant says 

"Let us love one another, because love is from God." 1 John 4:7 

 

OFFERTORY      AMAZING GRACE (MY CHAINS ARE GONE) 

Verse 1 

Amazing grace how sweet the sound 

That saved a wretch like me 

I once was lost but now I'm found 

Was blind but now I see 

Verse 2 

'Twas grace that taught my heart to fear 

And grace my fears relieved 

How precious did that grace appear 

The hour I first believed 

Chorus 

My chains are gone I've been set free 

My God my Savior has ransomed me 

And like a flood His mercy rains 

Unending love amazing grace 

Verse 3 

The Lord has promised good to me 

His word my hope secures 

He will my shield and portion be 

As long as life endures 

Verse 4 

The earth shall soon dissolve like snow 

The sun forbear to shine 

But God who called me here below 

Will be forever mine 

Will be forever mine 

You are forever mine 
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The Great Thanksgiving 

 

The People remain standing. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

  

 

Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator 

of heaven and earth. 

For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 

who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

SANCTUS (SUNG) 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (SUNG) 

As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your Name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 
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Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN        I've Got Peace Like a River   LEVAS #201 
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BLESSING 

 

DISMISSAL 
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In Our Prayers the Week of July 12th, 2020 

 
Tricia and Family, Monica, Lee, Russell, Tommy, Elizabeth, Gene, Jane, Dana, 

Alice, Claire, Lynn, Lorraine, Steve, Judy, Craig, Roger, Allison 

 

Connect with Us: 
 

Submit A Prayer Request 

Make a prayer request online at https://www.stchrischurch.org/prayerrequest 
 

Follow us on Facebook  

Get updates, announcements and more! 

https://www.facebook.com/StChrisEpiscopal/ 

 
Follow us on Instagram 

https://www.instagram.com/stchristopherepiscopal/ 

 

 

Online Giving: 

 
"For as one body we have many members, and all the members do not have the same function, 

so we, through many, are one body in Christ and individually members one of another. Having 

gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them." Romans 12:4-6 

 

Giving can be accomplished quickly and easily through St. Christopher's online giving 

capability at https://stchristopher.breezechms.com/give/online or text an amount to (281) 843-

1290 to give on your smartphone (First time givers will be prompted to provide their 

payment method via a secure web page). You may also mail in your pledge to St. 

Christopher.  
 

 

Helping Each Other: 
 

Check In On Each Other 

 

What can we do in our own St. Christopher Community? As of this writing, Father Brian 

has organized a team of volunteers to check in on our fellow parishioners. Can you think 

of people who might appreciate a check in? We're all in this together, and we can all do 

our part to stay connected and in touch.  

https://www.stchrischurch.org/prayerrequest
https://www.facebook.com/StChrisEpiscopal/
https://www.instagram.com/stchristopherepiscopal/
https://stchristopher.breezechms.com/give/online
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Can We Be Of Help? 

 

Providing support to one another, especially in times of crisis, illness or grief, is at the 

heart of our lives together as a congregation. Volunteers are willing to help while our 

more vulnerable folks self-isolate. They can do grocery runs, pick up medications, etc. 

Please let us know if we can be of help. Contact Father Brian at 281-332-5553 X 305 or 

brian@stchrischurch.org.  
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